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the middle of the 4th century at the age of
105. Anthony's temptations in the desert be-
came famous, and his austerities were eagerly
emulated. So many able-bodied men betook
themselves to the wilderness, and thus ex-
empted themselves from the ordinary duties
of citizenship, that the Emperor Valens saw
fit to withdraw the immunity from military
service which had been granted to the 're-
ligious,' and compelled them to serve in his
army. The causes for this strange movement
were both religious and secular. Withdrawal
from the world was thought the surest way
to secure salvation. But in addition to this

The itinerant monks played a large part i.i
Christianizing Europe. Monasticism had its
patent defects. It produced bigots as well as
saints in its earliest developments. The Egyp-
tian monks became a terror to their bishops
as well as to all whom they suspected of any
want of orthodoxy. (Socrates, bk. vi. ch. 7).
See MONASTERY; ABBEY; BENEDICTINES. Wis-
hart's Short History of Monks and Monas-
teries.

Monastir, or Bitolia, town, Yugoslavia.
It has numerous mosques, churches, and
schools, and is an important garrison town.
Grain, hides, woolen cloth, and tobacco are
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there were certain secular causes. The times
were hard. Taxation was intolerably bur-
densome. Military service was hateful to
many. A life of privileged solitude, full of
self-imposed hardships, but free and hon-
ored, seemed to many the easiest escape
from their difficulties. Enthusiasm grew
through the legends which soon gathered
about the most celebrated hermits, and the
writings of Jerome and Cassian made all fa-
miliar with the wonders which glorified the
more saintly lives. The mediaeval monastery
played a most beneficent part in the pres-
ervation of light in the midst of gross dark-
ness. It afforded a home for the saint, a place
of retirement for the scholar, a means of suc-
cor for the poor, and taught the ways of
peace and order to a strife-torn and lawless
world. The peaceful, the gentle, and the fee-
ble found their only refuge in the monastery.

exported. Because of its strategic position at
the meeting place of the roads from Salon-
ica, Durazzo, Uskob, and Adrianople, and be-
cause of the fertile lands surrounding it,
Monastir is an important military location.
On Dec. 2, 1915, it was surrendered to the
Bulgarians, from whom it was recaptured on
Nov. 19, 1916; p. 29,000.

Monazite, an anhydrous phosphate of the
rare earth metals cerium, lanthanum, didy-
mium, and thorium. It is a yellow or brown
mineral occurring originally in the form of
small grains and crystals. The world's sup-
ply has come for many years from Brazil
North and South Carolina, and Idaho. Mon-
azite is of value chiefly as the source of tho-
ria (ThO2), which is widely used in the man-
ufacture of mantles for incandescent gas
lights.
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